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tray bears the following inscription :-4, Presented to James 
’Torrens, M.D., by his past and present pupils and a few 1
friends on the occasion of his marriage-Dec. 28th, 1893." 1
Dr. Torrens is a demonstrator of anatomy at the Schools of 
Surgery, R.C.S.; he is a successful teacher and a favourite 
with the students.

Sir Patrick Dun’s Hospital.
An amateur performance will be held on the 10th inst. and

two following days at the Leinster Hall in aid of the funds 
of this excellent institution. The programme includes
tableaux from "The Christmas Carol" and "Alice in
Wonderland. "

Acciderat to Mr. W. F. Fullam of Balbriggan.
Last week, while driving down Balrothery Hill, the horse

shied and upset the trap throwing Mr. Fullam violently to
the ground, causing a compound fracture of the right leg.
He is making satisfactory progress under the care of Mr.
Nolan and Mr. McArdle.

Allegations against Hospitals.
A woman was recently found insensible and bleeding from

injuries inflicted, and brought by the police to Sir Patrick
Dun’s Hospital, where her wounds were dressed, but she was
not detained. The police next went to Mercer’s Hospital, but
the house surgeon refused to admit her, as he said it would
be a breach of etiquette as she had been treated already
in Sir Patrick Dun’s Hospital. Ultimately she was conveyed
to Jervis - street Hospital and admitted, dying shortly
afterwards. A post-mortem examination discovered a large
blood-clot over the right frontal and parietal lobes, but no
fracture of the skull. The kidneys were diseased, she being
of intemperate habits. The coroner’s jury found that death
was due to haemorrhage on the brain, and added a rider that
they considered the conduct of the officials of Sir Patrick
Dun’s and of Mercer’s Hospitals as deserving of the gravest
censura. Doubtless the authorities of the hospitals can supply
facts which will put another aspect on the matter.

h’eoltlt of Dublin,.
The public health committee have issued a report on the

prevalence of tylhoid fever. Among the recommendations
made is one that the main drainage committee should
consider whether provision ought not to be made for the
construction of a main subsoil drain along the north side of
the northern intercepting sewers, and along the south side
of the southern intercepting sewers, contemporaneously with
the construction of new intercepting sewers. Further recom-
mendations were to this effect : that the main subsoil drain be provided with intake branches, and regulating
valves opposite all streets, at right angles with the said sub-
soil drain, so that branch connexions could be hereafter made
from time to time by branch subsoil drains laid under the
streets, and that pumping stations be arranged at the end of the
north and south lines of subsoil drains to lift the water into
the river. Two years ago the council adopted a recommen-
dation of the borough surveyor to have a careful survey
- of all the main sewers and correct observations taken, not
only with regard to the line, but also as to the flow
of the sewage. Strange to say, nothing was done in the
matter, and the public health committee suggest that it be
carried out without delay, and that the borough surveyor
shall also prepare a report on the condition, construc-

tion, and section of every line of street sewer, show-

ing the level above invert at which the drains enter. The
number of ventilatois and manholes are to be indicated
on a plan, together with the exact position and descrip-
tion of all the drains in connexion from the front
Bvall of the houses to the sewers, as far as can be
ascertained. It is the opinion of experienced sanitarians
that not only the drains under the houses provided by the
householders themselves, but also the cross drains from the
houses under the street to the public sewers are in the vast
majority of cases unsuitable, and allow foul air and foul
drainage to leak into the subsoil. They therefore recommend
that they be authorised to select a suitable district, preferably
a street which is about to be newly paved, and to proceed to
test every cross drain with hydraulic test from the house
front area to the sewer, and in all cases where the drains are
not watertight or there is any other serious defect, whether as
regards position, direction, level, inclination, connexion with
sewer, material, construction, interception, or size, that
notice shall immediately be served upon the occupier or
owner in the usual form, and that he be compelled forth-

with to take out a licence and lay a new suitable drain, to be
, tested by the public health engineer according to the new

by-laws. These are valuable suggestions, and if carried out
, must have considerable effect in improving the sanitary con-
! dition of the city of Dublin.

Medical Magistrate.
Mr. Richard Cronin of Slane has been placed on the Com-

mission of the Peace for the county of Meath by the Lord
Chancellor on the nomination of the Marquis of Headfort.

s Jan 2nd.
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Muco-membranous Enteritis.

PROFESSOR GERMAIN S&Eacute;E1 is of opinion that in one-third
of the patients, principally women, who are treated for

gastric derangements no undoubted sign of dyspepsia, such
as hypo- or hyper-acidity, dilatation of the stomach, or

difficulty of digestion, can be discovered. These supposed
dyspeptics are really suffering from an affection of the large
intestine-muco-membranous enteritis. The symptoms are
pain and swelling over the colon and gaseous fermentations ;
but the distinguishing feature of the disease is the presence
in the stools of mucous, glairy, and cylindrical masses.
The cause of the malady is habitual constipation, and
the best means of combating it are-(1) to empty the
bowel by mechanical means, such as onemata or the adminis-
tration of olive oil, purgatives being carefully avoided; (2)
to mitigate the pain by means of bromide of calcium or
strontium, or of Indian hemp or opium ; and (3) to control the
fermentation by administering a combination of phosphate,
salicylate, and biborate of sodium, benzonaphthol being
inadmissible. No special restrictions as to diet need
be insisted upon ; but the following articles of diet should
be recommended : ham, charcuterie, game, eggs cooked
rather hard, milk, boiled or mashed potatoes, and lightly
cooked rice, which may be spiced. Fruit is forbidden.
As regards beverage, water and tea may be drunk ad libit1bm,
but effervescing waters and alcohol are prohibited, the
latter only being allowed temporarily if the digestion is
very feeble. Red and white wines should be banished from
the dietary.

Ulcers of tlte Stomach deter?2iine(I by utocitlrction of the
Toxines of Diphtheria.

Pathologists are now inclining to the belief that certain
cases of round ulcer of the stomach are due to the action of
microbes. Thus MM. Cornil and Chauffard have described
such ulcers occurring after an attack of typhoid fever, and
MM. Letulle and Widal have discovered streptococci in the
thrombosed venules in connexion with gastric ulcers of

puerperal origin. Experimentally, MM. Panum and Lebert
have induced ulcers of the stomach by injecting pus into
the circulation, and M. Letulle has done the same by
intra-peritoneal injections of the staphylococcus. Finally,
MM. Chantemesse and Widal found ulceration of the
stomach after the introduction into it and into the peri-
toneal cavity of a bacillus discovered in certain cases of
dysentery. MM. Enriquez and Hallion2 injected sub-

cutaneously into eight guinea-pigs and two dogs the toxine
of diphtheria, 1-IF c. c. to 2 c. c. being inoculated into the

guinea-pigs and 2c.c. per kilogramme of body weight into
the dogs. The dogs died on the ninth and fourteenth days
respectively with symptoms of gastro - intestinal catarrh
(vomitings and bloody stools). Post mortem there were dis-
covered in one case gastric and intestinal ecchymoses, and
in the other ecchymoses as well as a gastric ulcer. The

guinea-pigs survived from two to fifteen days. In seven
of the eight gastric lesions were present. They consisted
of multiple ulcers, involving almost exclusively the pyloric
region and the lesser curve. Some of the ulcers were

small and round, whilst others were larger and irregular
in outline. In the neighbourhood there were some grey
gangrenous patches which were easily detached, represent-
ing evidently the initial stage of the process of ulceration.
These sphacelous plaques occupied nearly the entire thick-
ness of the mucous membrane, reposing on its deepest layer,

1 Acad&eacute;mie de M&eacute;decine, Dec 26th, 1893.
2 Soci&eacute;t&eacute; de Biologie, Dec. 23rd, 1893.
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which was congested and infiltrated with round cells. In-

flammatory thickening of the submucous coat, with obvious
endarteritis, was also found. The writers of the paper believe
that the ulcerations were consecutive to infectious endarteritis.

French, Surgical Congress.
The permanent committee of this association has appointed

Dr. Picque general secretary, vice Dr. Pozzi, resigned.
A Farerell Ward Visit.

Having reached the age at which retirement is compulsory
on hospital physicians, Dr. Guyot, of the Beaujon Hospital,
paid his last official visit to his wards last week. All his old
pupils accompanied him on his rounds, and Dr. Rendu, as
his senior disciple, presented in their name a work of art in
bronze to their old master. The ward nurses and the patients
contributed a beautiful basket of flowers.

Academy of Medicine.
The vacant chair in the Therapeutical and Natural History

section of the Academy has been filled by the election of Dr.
Laveran, well known for his researches on the hasmatozoa
of malaria. Dr. Laveran received 59 votes as against 12
given to his most successful competitor, Dr. Huchard.
Jan. 2nd.

BERLIN.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Natural and Acquirced Immunity from Disease
B13HRING has a paper of extraordinary interest in the

Deutsche Medicinische Wochensckrift, No. 48, on the
Present Position of the Blood.serum Treatment. The

discovery of specific poisons of bacterial origin has led
to a search for specific remedies. The specific poison
has been shown to exist by experiments relating to (inter
alia) tetanus, diphtheria, glanders, and cholera. Formerly
the object of treatment was to kill the parasite; we

now use the parasiticide remedies for preventing the
multiplication of micro-organisms in excreta, clothes, or

dwellings, but we do not yet know how to use them with
any effect upon the living organisms. The micro-organisms
of disease are harmless in the system if the system
be protectEd. Thus the convalescent from diphtheria
have living and virulent diphtheritic bacilli in their
mouths, often for weeks, but are unaffected by them.
Persons, again, who have had or have been exposed to
cholera may pass cholera bacilli in a state of activity and
virulence by the bowel, and yet to all appearance be quite
well. Such people are, of course, a source of danger to
others. There is also a natural insusceptibility. White
mice, we know, are not affected by diphtheria, nor do
fowls contract tetanus. This natural immunity cannot be
communicated by transfusion. There is, again, an acquired
immunity, of which the effects of vaccination afford a
familiar example ; and possibly we may include here
the immunity which some individuals eventually reach

against alcohol, tobacco, and morphine. Such acquired
immunity may, according to Behring, develop quickly
or slowly. Immunity which is acquired quickly is
connected with an alteration of the blood. Under the
influence of systematic and gradually increasing doses of
the tetanus poison the fluid constituents of the blood (serum)
acquire the property of making the poison harmless ; and if
this antitoxic serum is injected into another animal, the latter
also becomes for a time immune. Tetanus poison has three
different effects on a susceptible individual: (1) it causes
tetanus to a greater or less degree, with (2) development of
antitoxine in the blood, and (3) a diminished susceptibility of
the living tissues towards the poison. In animals treated
with tetanus poison the first result is the appearance of
antitoxine in the blood. As the treatment is continued each
increased dose of poison causes a further reaction, and
each reaction up to a certain point is followed by an

increase in the amount of antitoxine. The animal has now
acquired more or less complete immunity, and its blood con-
tains antitoxine ; but there comes a time when, in conse-

quence of the impossibility of administering sufficiently
virulent cultures either in quality or quantity, no further
reaction can be obtained. No more antitoxine being now
produced, that already developed gradually disappears from
the blood, and the seram, if now transfused into another 

i

animal, no longer causes immunity. But the immunity of
the original subject of experiment abides and increases. It
is clear that in this stage the antitoxic quality of the
blood (which has disappeared) cannot explain the con-

tinued immunity. Behring considers that this condition
exhibits the formerly susceptible living tissues as insua-

ceptible, and holds that this acquired immunity is com-

parable to natural immunity, and of the same nature.
The immunity resulting from immediate assimilation of anti-
toxine he describes as "direct," while that following re-
peated reactions to doses of poison he calls "indirect." ,.

Animals that have been made directly immune by the
injection of antitoxic serum as soon as the antitoxine is
excreted are as susceptible as ever, and hence such an
immunity cannot be transmitted by the semen, for instance.
It is transitory ; but the immunity of the living tissues is, if
natural, permanent. The question-which Behring considers
that time will prove-is whether the acquired immunity oi
living tissues is hereditary and permanent.

A Monthly Periodical of Hydropathics.
A monthly periodical of Hydropathics is about to appear,

edited by Dr. A. Ktuche in Municb, in association with
Dr. Eulenberg of Berlin and Dr. Rosenbach of Breslau.

The Action of Titbercitlin.
Dr. A. Klein is of opinion that tuberculin does not act

specifically on tuberculous tissues, but that it causes

an increase in the power of exciting inflammation and sup-
puration possessed by streptococci and staphylococci. These
micro-organisms are present in the majority of cases of tuber-
culous disease. The tuberculin increases their potency, so
exciting local inflammation and producing a general reaction-
fever. Experience has shown that a certain number of cases
of tuberculous disease do not give any reaction with tuber-
culin, and in Dr. Klein’s opinion these are cases in which the
tuberculous condition is uncomplicated by the presence of
other micro. organisms.

Jan. lst. 
______________

VIENNA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Statistics of tlae Medical Profe sion in Austria.
ACCORDING to the official statistics published recently

there were in Austria 6057 physicians holding the diploma
of M.D. in the year 1891, and 6565 in 1892. In the former

year there were also 1588 surgeons of the old surgical
schools, but in 1892 this number had been reduced by death
to 1532. The total number of medical practitioners in Austria
in 1892 was 8097 against 7645 in 1891. The figures for 1898
have not yet been published.

The ,D6e?’&Me of Infectious Diseases.
It may be interesting to note that the number of deaths

caused by infectious diseases has shown a marked decrease
during the last twenty years in Austria. In 1873 deaths from
infectious diseases of all kinds formed one-third of the whole
mortality of the country, but in 1882 they amounted only
to 21 05 per cent, and in 1892 they fell to 14-74 per cent. of
the total mortality.

Menthol in Skin Diseases.
Since the connexion of "dermographism" and urticaria

with intestinal disorders has been recognised, more attention
has been paid to the influence of intestinal disorders on the
condition of the skin. According to recent investigations
there are many cases of common acne where the patient
shows a great excess of indican in the urine ; but as soon as
intestinal putrefaction is stopped by the internal administra-
tion of menthol in small doses (0 ’25 gramme), the skin eruption
becomes, pari passu, markedly improved with the disappear -
ance of the indican which ensues.

AUSTRALIA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Apothecaries Act in the Colonies.
IN August last a herbalist was charged before the District

Court, Melbourne, with practicing as an apothecary without.

1 Tuberculinwirkung. Braunm&uuml;ller, Wien-Leipzig.


